Tuarascáil an Rúnaí 2020
2020 without doubt has been a surreal year on many fronts and trying to normalise it and run a GAA club has proven to have its difficulties and learning curves. 

However, this season we managed to field 16 different teams in football and camogie and competed in 22 different competitions. In terms of on the pitch success, we did not win any trophies as a club but had a few near misses, namely our Senior Reserves, Senior Ladies, our minors and some of our underage teams who were unfortunate not to complete their respective league campaigns. Trophies are normally an indicator of success at a GAA club and it is our aspirations to be competitive and push forward to trophies on multiple fronts and I believe we possess the talent at this club to do so. If we look at the list of players that represent this club at county at a variety of levels, it is something to be celebrated and encouraged; 
Patrick Gallagher Antrim Seniors, 
Megan McGarry, Grainne McLaughlin and Ellen Morgan Antrim Ladies, 
Finn Malley, Lorcan Murphy and Darragh Doherty Antrim Minors, 
Ellen Morgan and Orlaith McAlister Antrim Minors, 

Fiontan O’Boyle and Shay O’Neill U16 Development, 
Ana Mulholland U16 Development,
Dara McAlister, Odhran Arthurs, Ruairi Hamill, Finn Shannon U15 Development.

This in itself highlights the good work that is taking place at our club.

Off the field, in terms of our grounds, 2020 was a successful year as our new pitch and ball wall are now complete and these will prove to be valuable resources to making our teams more successful in the future. 

Unfortunately, due to restrictions throughout the year our usual fundraisers could not take place; mainly the Festival Weekend and the Francie Doone Cycle. This poses a new issue for our club as we must continue to fundraise to pay our current loans (taken out to complete pitch development) and to allow us to continue to develop and improve. In these uncertain times of restrictions and social distancing we have to be creative and find ways to develop fundraising ideas. Our recent 100 Club Draw finishes next month and plans are afoot to develop a new draw so it is important that club members and friends of the club support this new venture.
Regrettably our Chair, Secretary and Treasurer have opted not to stand for re-election for our incoming committee. I would like to thank them on behalf of the committee for the time and effort they gave in their roles this year and I hope they continue to serve on our club committee. I would also appeal to our adult membership who feel they have something to offer to come forward and take up a role on our committee as many hands make light work and our club, like any other GAA club rely solely on its volunteers. 
Membership: 

The membership of our club currently stands at 369 paid up members. This includes 224 Youth Members and 145 Adult Members. I’d like to take this opportunity to make a point on our membership process. While our numbers were good and we can say it was a fragmented year, still having people registering in August to play is unacceptable and shouldn’t happen. Especially as there is an admin cost charged to the club each time we register players. To rectify this, it cannot be left to one or two people to chase up. Instead there has to be a whole club effort by players, parents, coaches and mentors to ensure memberships are paid by March 31st each year. 
Health and Wellbeing (HWB) Report 
For the past 5 years, our Club has been part of Healthy Club Project. The aim is that our club will become a hub for health and wellbeing, and in that way become an even more integral part of our local community. 
With the support of the County HWB team we are guided to make the club healthier by exploring a variety of initiatives in the areas of physical activity, emotional wellbeing, healthy eating, addiction education, and activities for the younger and older members of the community to name just some.

The scale of what has already been achieved through the Health Clubs Project throughout Ireland is impressive and the work of our club is no exception. From the grassroots up suggestions, decisions, planning and coaching consideration is given to the holistic wellbeing of all our members and community.

It has been said in the past “You were either involved with the club or you had no business being there. That is probably indicative of a lot of GAA clubs down through the years. 

GAA Clubs are embedded in the hearts of most communities across Ireland and often when there's a tragedy or adversity in the community it's the people from the GAA club who really rally everyone together. If it's a funeral they're involved in organising parking, refreshments or whatever is needed to be done.

The Healthy Clubs initiative broadens people's perspectives about what GAA clubs can be used for. For a lot of rural communities like our own, having a place to meet is the most important thing. We have endeavoured to make our club welcoming to the wider community working along side of partners St Claire’s Community Hall, Ballymacrickett Primary School, St Joseph’s Parish and our sponsors and local businesses. 

A long side training and games our members have engaged in programmes of healthy eating, physical activity and for non-playing members, mental fitness, community engagement, smoke free initiatives and Yoga.

During the current pandemic the club will do its best to continue to be proactive in supporting and meeting the needs of the local community whilst abiding by government restrictions. We will continue to plan ahead for Healthy Club Events and launch when it is safe to do so. 

It is paramount that we continue to keep in touch with each other in whatever way is safe to do so. Our walking track has remained open and all are welcome and are asked to respect social distancing regulations. 
Grounds: 

Once again our grounds have been excellently maintained by a growing team of volunteers in the ever present Gerard Doone and Gary O’Neill and have added Tyrone Eastwood and Ambrose McGarry to their ranks. The amount of work these men put into ensuring our grounds are continually referred to as one of the best in the county is huge and we are extremely grateful for this. To the many others who assist with the upkeep of the grounds in any way, thank you also. 

It is important that I also raise a few simple housekeeping rules that seem to be a great bone of contention for these men. All teams are requested to remove all equipment including cones, water bottles and goal frames from the pitch and dugouts at the end of each session so that the groundsmen can carry out their work without having to spend their time cleaning up after us. Again once our changing facilities are available for use they must be left in the condition they were found, swept out with clean toilets and showers. Finally, can all doors and gates be locked, including the gates as you leave with the exception of the pedestrian gate at the arch to allow walkers to walk in. I do not think that any of the above is in anyway an unreasonable expectation, in fact I think expecting someone else to come along and clean up after you or your team is entirely unreasonable. 
Development: 
After three years of planning and construction we opened our new training pitch on Monday 7th September. Our future stars where first up on the new pitch, under the new flood lights, for Monday night training. Despite Covid, this was on time and under budget. During the year we had successfully applied for funding from the Aughrim Fund, for £10,000, to help pay for the new ball wall and to create a social space above it. This corner area had become apparent during the development, to solve a problem with levels, maximise the carpark space and to give parents and spectators an area to view the training pitch, yet also be close the main pitch. When finished this area will create an outdoor space that can be utilized in larger matches, for walkers, festivals and in general. This will be finished in Spring 2021. Funding was also received to plant the grass bank between the pitches out in a Wildflowers. This will be completed Spring 2021. 
 I have to pay a special Thank You to Ciaran Hanna, of Hanna and Hutchinson, and to McAvoy Construction for delivering the contract. The club are thankful for your commitment and professionalism in delivering a top-class facility for our community. 

During the year, we also helped St Clare’s Hall with a successful funding application to the Whitemountain (Alpha) Fund for a new waste-water treatment plant for the hall and our club. Work is due to start shortly. Once completed will enable us to stone up and finish the top carpark area off, as well as upgrading our septic tank to meet all environmental standards. 

Pre-lockdown we had also been working to complete a 5-year Development Plan for the club. This will be continued and completed over the coming months to give us direction over the coming years, as Club development moves on from our training pitch to look at the next phase. 

David Honeyford -Development Officer

Lottery: 
Our weekly lotto draw continues to be a lifeline for our club to survive on a week to week basis and in the current climate and in the absence of other fundraisers it is something we are relying on. This year due to restrictions Terry and David have been doing the draw ‘Live’ on the club Facebook this has heightened interest in the draw and led to an increase in online ticket sales. Thanks has to go to Terry for all his work in running this lifeline for our club and now to David for his help with it.
Team Reports: 

Many thanks to the coaches who took the time to put in a report on their team for 2020, thanks also to Conor McCumiskey for his help in gathering reports from the coaches. 

Camogie Report 

Camogie training restarted at the end of January at Crumlin community centre for u8s, u10s, u12s and u14s.

U12s and U14s participated in winter league blitzes organised by Gaelfast for 4 weeks until mid-March.
After lockdown U14 league completed all first round matches and half of second round – 10 matches.
U12s finished their revised league – 6 matches. Unfortunately, there were no u10 or U8 blitzes after lockdown.
4 girls played u16 league and championship with Gortnamona.

Overall, it has been a very successful year for the amalgamated Glenavy/Loch Mor camogie.

Numbers continue to rise with approximately 60 girls attending training regularly. Training
recommenced again in October after the second break. We felt strongly that this was in the best interest of the girls physical and mental health to continue.

Moving forward to next season we will have an u16 team for the first time in many years. Whilst
this is great news, it spreads out an already small pool of coaches.
We also look forward to incorporating the  ball wall into our sessions!
Glenavy Og’s U4

Glenavy Og's training for the year commenced on the 20th July and finished up on the 11th October in line with covid-19 restrictions and county board decision to suspend all training activities.

 

Attendance at training averaged at around 16-20 kids per session with turn out growing through September and just before the suspension of training. 3 coaches (Sean Dolan, Gavin McLaughlin & Henry Walls) managed the sessions focusing on the fundamentals and introducing ball work, agility, balance and coordination. No games or sessions were held outside the Monday night sessions. All sessions were held on the pitches due to the school closure and their on-going management of their covid controls.

 

Having the sessions worked well up at the pitch, and weather pending, would encourage this to be utilised as much as possible. The kids really enjoyed sessions on both pitches and the opportunity to be the first out on the new training pitch. 

The coach to player ratio was grand but as the numbers were filling out three coaches were a stretch with numbers over 20 out in an open space.

Parents also tended to leave the session which was problematic for toilets, wandering kids etc

 

Having the school closed resulted in loss of access to the kit stores so limited gear for the sessions. If opportunity exists some kit would be needed - bibs, balls, hoops, cones etc to make it more self-sufficient.

 

For next year I'm planning to move on with my kids, Gavin is likely to stay with the nursery group and Henry a possible coach. A number of parents have potential to play a role next year with Martin Meek and Kieran Mulholland showing interest. 

 

Improvements for next year;

· 4 coach min cover to deal with numbers outdoors

· additional kit to make less reliant on school gear

· Introducing more ball work early and throughout

· by Sept the P1's are getting bored and needing more - potential to start to introduce to U6's or even separate out into more advanced games ahead of transition.
U6 Training – Yearly Review 
Overview 
Training started on the 20th July (Monday Evening) further to restrictions being eased after the 1st COVID lockdown. We managed to squeeze in 9no sessions with the last session being on the 28th September. Unfortunately, further sessions were restricted due to poor weather / dark evenings and ultimately the beginning of the 2nd lockdown when all training sessions where ceased. 

35no kids registered with the average number of kids at each session being between 23 and 25no each night. 

We had 4no coaches. 

1. Damian McCabe
2. Patrick Cullion 

3. Dermott McGrath 

4. Kris Mansell 

Fantastic attendance and support from them all. 

Initial sessions focused on getting the kids back into the swing of training with focus on teamwork and fundamental games with the later sessions focused on the basics of kicking, catching, bouncing and taking part in mini matches. 

Unfortunately, we did not get the chance to take part in any matches with other teams, although we did have 1no planned for October with Lamh Dhearg U6’s which had to be cancelled due to the blanket ban being enforced. 

Communication to parents was via Heja which worked well and majority of COVID forms where shared via Heja prior to training taking place... 

Organisation and arrangement of training sessions to accommodate all teams training was top class and many thanks to Conor for his contribution to the smooth running of Monday nights…
U8 Coaching Team: 
Coach:  Conor McCumiskey 

Jonjo Green

Colin McCrory 

Eamon Loney

Paul McLoughlin 

Targets: 
Player retention, build on numbers from last year, focus on basic fundamental skills and to ensure there was fun, enjoyment and as many touches of the football at every session.

Monday Night Football: 
The U8s started back on 6th July along with serval other of the juvenile teams following the GAA return to play/train protocols. 

All parents, coaches and players followed the Club protocols and it was a credit to all involved that made it possible for the kids to get back onto the pitch and playing football. 

The U8s managed to get 14 sessions and this included the privilege of being part of the first group in the club to use the fantastic new training pitch. The opening of the training pitch was a significant and important milestone and certainly eased the pressure on our facilities.

For the U8s Monday Nights were very well attended and the numbers increased over the year with some new additions to the group over the year. These new players came due to word of mouth from Club members. 

In total we had over 36 players register in the Heja U8s group and we had average of 24 plus at each session. 

The format of the sessions were kept consistent each week with a warm up including multi function games, focus on basic skills and then small sided games. We placed a strong importance on games being no more than 4 or 5 a side to ensure maximum involvement and touches of the ball. This was only possible having at least 4 coaches for every session and outlines the importance of having a strong coaching structure. 

A number of go game matches were arranged however unfortunately due to the restrictions only 1 went ahead against Lisburn which was very enjoyable.

Overview: 
Overall despite the restrictions the feedback from parents and players was positive and the coaches all enjoyed the year despite the lockdown and covid restrictions. 

We saw a huge benefit in the short time we had in playing small sided games and concentrating on simple core skills.

Key for next year is to build on the numbers, retain players, ensure ratio of coaches are maintained per players. 

Objectives:

Club structure on player pathway and development 

Better coordination of coaching policy between the age groups in line with development pathway

Better integration in schools 

More games 

More coaches to ensure the ratio of 1 to 8 players is achieved.

Keep the message simple

· Enjoyment

· Inclusion 

· Skills 

· Health through activities 

U8 and 10 Girls 

The U8 girls team were coached this year by Joe O’Boyle, David Steenson, Denise O’Boyle and Marie-Anne Forester. The U10 girls were coached by Brian Rice, Collette McDowell and Sheena Culliton

Despite this fractured season, the girls academy continued to grow in strength this year. With a combination of training and matches, we had 16 sessions in total. 21 different u8 players attended at least once and 15 different u10 players attended at least once. Our numbers remained strong right through to October with an average of 25 players in total over both age groups at every match or training session.

In this disrupted and difficult season we only managed to complete one fixture; against St Comgalls Antrim in which our girls were highly competitive. The u8s were the stronger team across the pitch. It was also encouraging that we were able to field 2 different u8 teams due to our strength in numbers. For u10s we were missing some key players due the p7s having to self isolate, but the younger u10s still made a good game of it and learned a lot from the experience. Some u10s also got the chance to play in the u12 games which they seemed to enjoy and gained some great match experience.

Unfortunately 3 other matches were cancelled by the opposition at short notice. To compensate for this coaches arranged in-house matches which were well attended and enjoyed by both groups. The team thrived during match settings and more games next year would be of great value.
The team certainly developed as the season progressed with all players improving their basic key skills of Gaelic and also developing an awareness of the various roles in a match setting.

Training on a Monday night did cause some issues with competing for space on the pitch with many other teams training on this night. However the opening of the new pitch greatly helped and eased this pressure. The team also benefited from training under the lights when the dark nights came.

Next year to attract new players it may be productive to distribute an invitation flyer to the relevant classes in Ballymacrickett primary school - if this is possible within Covid regulations. It is the coaches plan to resume training again in spring 2021. We will also need to recruit some female coaches in 2021 as some coaches will likely move on as their children move to u12.
U12
U12 season started early January being involved in a winter league at Crumlin Leisure Centre.   It was clear some players hadn't done much through lockdown! With only around 15 boys we had to involve a few u12 girl players to be sure to field every week. All players got plenty of game time through the summer months with developing the team in mind. The group in general are all very capable young players who want to learn. Most came to training regularly and were disappointed when no matches were scheduled even though it was 10am on a Sunday morning usually. When we have all available players the can compete with any of the teams we have come across. Looking to next season finding a few more lads to join the team would help. Thursday evening 7-8pm would be our preferred night for training to avoid the kids’ other activities.
U12 Girls 

This year history was made as St Josephs fielded our first competitive under 12 girls team. With a mix of girls progressing from the girls’ football academy and some trying Gaelic Football for the first time, we had healthy numbers from the start. Following lifting of the Covid restrictions, the girls had little time to prepare for the calendar of fixtures arranged. Beginning with some very tough games against established teams, the girls soon got to grips with the competitive challenges encountered. Narrow losses in the first two games then a draw, before victories soon became the norm. Then Covid once again halted preceding. With two home games still to play, fingers are crossed in the hope restrictions are lifted to complete the season. Uncertainty over the age grouping within the girls’ game is effecting plans for next season. With no current u14 team, the girls moving on have been training with the u16’s. Ideally we would like the underage grouping to change to u13 to give this team another year to develop. Big thank you to all who have helped us this year.

Girls U12 coaches

U14 Boys: 
Lead Coach: Conor McCumiskey 

Coaches: David Simpson 

Stephen Doone

Targets: 
Following a success season in 2019 the focus this year was to develop a young U14 squad, player retention and to be competitive within SW leagues.

Pre-Season: 
Pre-season started with a winter training programme starting late October in Crumlin High School with combined u12/14 groups.

Attendance was strong each week and provided a transition period for those stepping up from u12 to U14s.

Outdoor training commenced in January in Crumlin 4G pitches for the u14s (u12s played in a winter league) and continued through until the nationwide GAA lockdown. We had a squad of 18 players and numbers at each session were good averaging 15/16 at training.

Feile 2019:
We were beat Moneyglass in the first round of the Feile competition early March. This was a great win and and give the young side a very positive boost. We were able to also use 4 u12s in the game. The next round was not played due to the lockdown. 

SW U14 League:
Given the lock down period we only started playing in the league in July. This was run by SW on a location basis with groups formed with intention of limiting travel. The players generally performed well within the league. We had 8 games, wining 3 and with exception of the games against Aghagallon all the matches were very competitive. As the year progressed the confidence in the team grew and importantly all players were given game time in every match. 

As result of out final league position we were into playoffs against Moneyglass where we were beaten in the end. However a very competitive and battling performance in tough conditions meant both coaches and parents were proud of the efforts at the end. 

Overview: 
Overall we used 17 U14s players with a number of u12s coming up at different times to help with the squad in matches. Our principle goal was to ensure we give all players plenty of football with a strong focus on developing players.

The lockdown meant we only played 12 games and a number of challenge games arranged had to be cancelled due to restrictions. 

With only 17 actual U14 players we need to do more player recruitment work and cannot afford to lose any players. Recruitment and retention of players is vital for our development of the structure in this club. 

Confirmation on the Antrim juvenile age groups is vital as this will have a huge say on retention of coaches and players for next year. 

I would like to thanks David Simpson and Stephen Doone for all there hard work over the last few years and its unfortunate that both coaches are unable to commit for next year due to various circumstances. They will be a loss to the Club.

Finally like to thank the parents who’s support was strong through out and really important at this age to keep the lads turning out each week. 

U16 Boys
Coaches – Gavin Phillips, Dermot O’Boyle & Donard Shannon

This year U16s had a panel of 22 players. We began the year with a lot of new faces having moved up from U14. Our training started last November in Berserker Strength Gym in Ballinderry. Players who attended gym sessions regularly saw advancements and unfortunately due to the lockdown and restrictions we never got the opportunity to revisit as was the intended plan. We stepped our training up to 3 times a week after Christmas and numbers were consistently good. We only got to play one preseason friendly and then restrictions began. After lockdown eased we returned to training and again numbers were good. Once the league started we won our games mostly at a canter. This team at U14 had previously played at A grade but hadn’t won a match so for that reason we had entered the B league. When we entered the B grade we did so because we believed it was to be All County and we would get stiffer opposition but when leagues restarted it went South West and South and all the stronger teams we’d hoped to play were in the other league.  We were much too strong for in our section. We were unbeaten and one more win would have put us into a county final. I don’t want to take anything away from these boys as they turned up in numbers to train and with the right attitude to contest their games which is why they won them. Unfortunately, though, for these boys they put in a lot of work and did not get the opportunity to contest a County Final as I have no doubt they would have won their final league game. 

Glenavy U16 Ladies 

Dermott Doran, Sean Maguire & Cathal McManus

Training for U16 recommenced at the end of January 2020 at Crumlin Leisure Centre, as in the previous year this was under a Clan Na Gael (CNG) setup with players registered to St Pats, Lisburn and Eire Og. Attendance was around 15/16 individuals on a shared pitch with senior ladies.

Two players transferred to Glenavy at this time, one from St Pats and one from Colin Gaels. The St Pats transfer was particularly difficult as St Pats objected to the transfer, refusing to sign the transfer forms. The county Child Protection Officer became involved and the transfer was eventually approved by the county board.

We attended Winter League at the end of January and performed reasonably well.

Training was Thursday nights followed by Winter League on the Saturday.

Our last training session was on the 5th March when football was suspended.

We were allowed to return to training and did so on the 2nd July for non-contact training leading into the resumption of league matches in August. The focus was primarily on player fitness and familiarisation with the football again. 

Unfortunately only one St Pats and one Eire Og player returned after this break. One new player registered with the club.  Leagues were drawn up by the county fixtures secretary in terms of geographical location rather than ability/previous league positions as in previous years, there had been an A & B league. 

We played 5 games in total finishing third in the league, winning games against All Saints and Tir Na Nog. 

For each fixture this year we played with less than 15 players. Most opposition teams matched us in terms of dropping to 13 a side and reducing playing time to 25 minutes a half. It was however a constant struggle however in terms of not having any substitutes and having to drop even further in terms of numbers when an injury occurred. Myself and Peter McClenaghan asked St Pats on each occasion for players from their u14 ranks but none were ever available to play.

The focus towards the end of the season was to encourage the older U16 girls to experience senior football either as a substitute or as part of the squad. This has been a fantastic experience for the girls as they were made immediately to feel part of the senior squad and were supported brilliantly by the senior management. The U16 girls attended almost every senior fixture to support the senior squad.        

As training continued during September, many of the U12 squad joined in with training sessions. These girls are a fantastic addition to the squad and are superb players.

In the run up to Christmas, a running coach is being brought in to help girls improve their running form and would like to include a personal trainer for indoor sessions in January for football and camogie (if allowed under current restrictions)

As it currently stands with four players “aging out” into minor ranks for next year, numbers are likely to be only around 10 registered Glenavy players. One intends to transfer from Eire Og to Glenavy in the New Year.

In respect of the CNG amalgamation, this has not worked. 

During the playing season, only one St Pats player attended and one from Eire Og (transfer to Glenavy pending).

Communication with St Pats has been poor to say the least. Their representative who was due to assist in coaching and support this year, unilaterally decided to stay with the U14 team at St Pats. This was not made known until the beginning of games.

The CNG amalgamation in practice consisted of 11 Glenavy players and two from St Pats/Eire Og. 

St Pats assured us that there would be around 8 players sent to U16 but these players did not arrive. This may have been due to a combination of the players being away during the summer months at caravans or indeed a reluctance to contact players and encouraging them to attend by St Pats. 

St Pats insisted on not having a Whatsapp group that the player’s parents could be contacted on and wanted all communication through Heja or through them. 

Whatever the reasoning for St Pats/Eire Og not sending players or allowing the U14’s to play for U16 so that we could have at least 15 players, the partnership here does not seem to be working.

I would suggest that for next year, U16’s continues without this CNG partnership and instead fields players from these lower age groups to ensure U16’s can field.

Minors

Manager – Noel McCloskey (11 years assisting with coaching minor teams)

Assistant – Feargal Green (current senior player)

Also Luke Devereaux [ current senior player]

       Gary grant [former senior player]

Management and Team Overview

Due to the unprecedented impact of Covid-19 there were some changes to the initial management team this season, with Luke and Gary unable to assist as they would have liked due to health restrictions. They have both said they would like to return next season as part of the management team.

Feargal was a great support and we worked well together. He showed real commitment to the job and has developed a great rapport with the players. I have extended my thanks to him and will do so again here.

The season started with 15 minors in the squad. One left mid-season due to a house move abroad.

We really appreciated the help from the under 16 team and management throughout the season, as without their cooperation we would not have been able to field a minor team. We extend our gratitude again at this time. 

Training

Commitment to training continues to be a challenge at this age level, with the usual competing priorities of exams, part-time jobs, driving lessons and socialising amplified by the impact of Covid-19 restrictions. 

Our training regime started on January 21st. We had planned to incorporate running drills to increase general speed and stamina but Minor turnout was quite poor with only 4 at the first session, and no improved turnout at 3 subsequent running sessions.

From February we trained with the seniors in Crumlin and had an average of 7 for each session. I thank the senior team in facilitating the minors joining these sessions.

Although we had arranged challenge games for March, only one was played due to the Lockdown.

I arranged for a training plan incorporating strength and cardio to be provided to the team, which could be completed during Lockdown.

League/Championship

The League/Championship started on 23rd July.

We won 3 out of 4 games making us one of 3 teams that finished joint top. Unfortunately we placed 3rd on points difference meaning we did not proceed to play-offs. Our finishing position was disputed by the club after it was brought to our attention by a member of the Glenravel club that a league finish would have placed us 2nd. The ruling from Antrim came back to say it was a championship and therefore the result stood. The boys were understandably very disappointed at missing out on a semi final position.

Laverty Cup

In the first round we played Creggan. We were winning by 7 points with 4 minutes to go but the game ended in a draw with a replay to follow. In the replay we won 3-13 to 0-8. This was a great boost to the team’s morale.

The 2nd round saw us play Glenravel where we were winning to the last kick of the ball which then ended the match in a draw. Extra time was played and saw us lose by 7 points. 

Conclusion

It was a year of “so near and yet so far” for the 2020 minor team. The boys realised at the end of the season the benefits that a bit more commitment to training could have brought in terms of stamina and teamwork, with both finals having been within arm’s reach. 

Of course the impact of the Lockdown etc had a bearing on the outcome but the boys have learnt a lot from the experiences of this year, and will stand them in good stead as they move forward with their football careers. 

We congratulated the team for their achievements, despite not bringing home any trophies this year. 

If there is a Minor or Under 20 League next year, Feargal and I would be keen to have the opportunity to manage the team with the support of Luke and Gary, as and when they are able to return. 

Noel McCloskey

Seniors

New Management, James Duffy and Declan Duncan, started the Senior season in November and the winter months were filled training in Bad Bear Crossfit Gym. Handshakes and burpees was the cocktail of choice and there was a hunger in the squad. With a late change to league dates the Seniors had only two challenge games before the league started against Con Magee’s, Glenravel with a draw on the 8th March. The wind was fully taken out of the Seniors’ new sails as football went quiet over the next few months with the first lockdown. Individual then small group training started early June with our return to competitive football on the 19th July against St Teresa’s in the league. A good victory there bode well for Championship the following week against the favourites St Ergnat’s, Moneyglass. This game will be remembered fondly only for the brilliant feet of Fergal Henry, kicking points from angles most people couldn’t draw with a ruler. Unfortunately missed chances at the start copulated by some quick counter attacking from St Ergnat’s gave the visitors a decisive 5 point win up on Chapel Hill. 

The second round of the round robin styled championship saw the Seniors travel to Con Magee’s, preparations hampered by the loss of the formidable Hamill trio hours before the game and too many in-game mistakes saw the Seniors leave Glenravel empty handed. Defeat to Michael Davitt’s GAC in the next round saw Glenavy continue their losing streak in Championship football to eight games in a row. This streak was eventually stopped with a victory at Patrick Sarsfield’s GAC managed by Patrick Gallagher’s leadership from a sweeper position, the feet of Fergal Henry (1-7) and Chris Grant. The last game of the round robin against Dunloy Cuchullains was a wet and miserable affair. With no spark to be found in the Seniors’ football that day Dunloy came away with the spoils. Throughout, the Senior Reserves maintained pride in the parish with some notable wins against Cardinal O’Donnell’s GAC, St James’ Aldergrove and Tir na nOg Randalstown to advance to a Championship semi final against Dunloy. 

As the Championship progressed both finalists came from our strong preliminary group. Duffy returned the Seniors to hard running in preparation for the upcoming league, our “fourth preseason” that year as observed by stalwart Michael McCourt. The continued effort told in what became our ultimate game of the year with an emphatic 3 point victory lead by Ciaran Loney away to local rivals St Mary’s Aghagallon in the O’Cahan Cup. The rumours of a second lockdown on the horizon with the cessation of play at other clubs brought the Seniors' tumultuous season to a premature end on the 7th October.

Senior Ladies

This year we had a panel of 22 players who attended training and played matches. We completed 5 league matches in Division 2 and were in contention to do well in the league with wins against Glenariffe, Moneyglass B, St Brigid’s B, Rossa, and a defeat against Lamh Dhearg, when League games were suspended in September.

The Championship was restructured this year, which saw all teams move down a tier from where they played last year. As a result, we played in the Junior Championship. We had a strong win in the preliminary round against St Brigid’s B. This was followed by a good win against Moneyglass B in the quarter final and an excellent win against a very strong Division1 St Paul’s B in the semi-final. Unfortunately, we could not continue our form in the final and were beaten by Gort na Mona.

A special mention goes to Megan McGarry, Grainne McLaughlin and Ellen Morgan who represented the club in the county Senior panel this year.

Conclusion: 
I would like to extend my condolences to all those members of our club who have suffered a bereavement throughout the past year. We have to especially remember our club member, fellow committee member and friend Sean Ruddy who passed away this year. Sean was a great character within our club and his presence through his volunteer work and the craic he provided to all will be sorely missed in the months to come. I know personally it won’t be the same coming to a home game without having a chat with Sean as he harassed £3 out of us all! You will be missed Sean.  

Looking to the future, hopefully in 2021 we can continue and build upon the progress we believe we have made on the field this year. Off the field, I would hope that we will continue to develop our club and it continues to thrive as the centrepiece to our local community. I wish the incoming committee every success in their new roles as there will be a lot of changes for the incoming year but I would encourage all club members to support and work with whoever it may be. To all members of our club, continue to support all of our teams and whatever project we are embarking on. 
To anyone who has supported, assisted, played for, encouraged, sponsored, worked at, contributed to or been part of any aspect of club life this year, we thank you for this.
Gabhán MacPilib
Leas Rúnaí
(Assistant Secretary)
